
Dear Elementary Families: 

 

As you receive the first trimester progress report, I would like to bring your attention to some changes in our scoring practices 

in Math and Literacy that have been made in an effort to provide clearer communication regarding student expectations and 

progress. In trimesters one and two, your child’s progress report will now reflect that teachers are reporting on student’s 

mastery of benchmark expectations. Below are answers to questions you may have regarding these changes.  If you have 

additional questions, do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s classroom teacher. 

Sheryl Mortensen 

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 

 

What has changed on the elementary progress reports? 

Though the progress reports themselves look similar, the way that we report mastery in literacy and mathematics has changed. 

In trimesters one and two, your child’s progress report will now note that teachers are reporting on student’s mastery of 

benchmark expectations rather than on the grade level standard. This means that teachers will be able to share how 

students are progressing towards the grade level standard in relation to what is expected for that time of year. The third 

trimester allows teachers to report on mastery of the complete grade level standard. 

 

What are the benchmark expectations?  

The grade level benchmark expectations are linked in each of the Elementary Learning Journeys. These reflect observable/ 

measurable skills that students should have mastered by each reporting period. Teachers will use these to help provide specific 

feedback to students and families related to each standard. By trimester three, students will have had instruction on and 

opportunities to demonstrate understanding of each complete grade level standard reported on the progress reports.  

 

How do I read these benchmark expectations? 

The left hand column includes the language from the progress reports. These are the standards in literacy and mathematics 

that we report on throughout the year. The other columns include attributes/skills that students are expected to master during 

each reporting period. The benchmark expectations are cumulative, so in each trimester they are expected to have mastered 

the skills listed in that reporting period in addition to the earlier reporting periods.  

 

Why are some words or phrases bolded in the benchmark expectations? 

The bolded words and phrases in the elementary benchmarks are intended to indicate subtle shifts in expectations from one 

marking period to another.  

 

How does my child earn a 3, “meets expectations,” in each trimester? 

Students will earn a 3 if they meet all of the expectations for the current reporting period IN ADDITION to earlier reporting 

periods. Mastery is determined by a student's consistent and independent application of skills listed in the reporting period. 

 

Can my child earn a 4, “exceeds expectations” on the grade level standard? 

Students can earn a 4 only if they exceed the ENTIRE grade level standard. In other words, the student would have mastered 

all skills listed in all three trimester columns in addition to working with materials or mastering skills identified for higher 

grades.  

 

How can I help my child at home? 

It may be helpful to become familiar with the skills listed in each trimester. This will help you understand what is being taught 

during each reporting period. Anything you can do to reinforce these skills by applying mathematical concepts and reading at 

home will support greater student achievement. The benchmark skills are intended to provide specific feedback on what 

students can do well and what they are still working on.  

 

How were the benchmarks developed? 

District teams reviewed the general progression of each grade level standard in literacy and math to help develop the initial 

drafts of the benchmarks. These teams used model language from benchmark reporting used in other districts and states. 

Then, grade level teams met to discuss these drafts and reviewed curriculum pacing and student expectations related to each 

standard as they are taught and assessed throughout the year. The benchmarks for 2019-2020 reflect the collaborative efforts 

of administrators, teachers, and instructional coaches. 

 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/departments/curriculum

